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Georgia Southern University Athletics
Where are they now with Men’s Basketball’s Jake Allsmiller
The former Eagle is headed towards a career in coaching.
Marc Gignac
Men's Basketball
Posted: 4/23/2020 2:45:00 PM
STATESBORO – Jake Allsmiller was prepping for his second NCAA Tournament appearance when the COVID-19 Pandemic shut things down back in March.
Allsmiller has spent the last two years as a graduate assistant on the coaching staff at Belmont University in Belmont, Tennessee, just outside of his hometown,
Nashville. Allsmiller came on staff before legendary and Hall of Fame coach Rick Byrd's final season, when the Bruins earned an at-large bid to the NCAA
Tournament and defeated Temple in the First Four in Dayton, Ohio. 
Allsmiller was a shot away from playing in the NCAA Tournament as a freshman at Georgia Southern when the Eagles fell in the Sun Belt championship game.
Playing in one is every college basketball player's dream but coaching in one was pretty special as well.
"It was absolutely incredible," says Allsmiller. "Obviously, I wish I would have played in one. We got to play up in Dayton for the First Four against Temple. It's
packed-out arenas, police escorts everywhere you go, nice hotels and charter flights everywhere you go. It's top-class treatment, and then the overall environment of
everybody knowing it's March Madness and the feeling in the gym. It was absolutely surreal."
Despite Byrd retiring with 805 career victories, good for 12th on the NCAA's all-time Division I list, Belmont posted a 26-7 record and won the Ohio Valley
Conference tournament title over Murray State on a last-second layup March 7. Allsmiller was busy prepping for possible opponents during the week that
conference's started canceling tournaments before the NCAA ultimately pulled the plug on March Madness.
"I was starting to watch film on possible opponents, but coach gave us three or four days off," recalls Allsmiller. "We started practicing on Wednesday, and that's
when everything started to happen. We all knew in the back of our minds what the possibilities were. Then we practiced Thursday and realized that this is going to be
our last practice."
Allsmiller's family tree is littered with basketball coaches so he had an inkling that coaching was something he wanted to do as early as age 10. He thought he knew
what he was getting into with his graduate assistantship at Belmont based on what he had seen at Georgia Southern, but it was still an eye-opener. 
"I had absolutely zero idea of how much they do," he says. "I knew there was a lot of work that went in behind the scenes, but I didn't know. I mean, it is endless
hours of sitting behind the computer and watching film. I had the easy job. I just had to watch film all day, while they (assistant coaches) were doing the same amount
of film that I was and then going out recruiting at the same time."
His experience at Belmont has likely shifted his career path a bit. He will earn a master's degree in sport administration in May and is looking to get into high school
coaching and athletic administration in Nashville. 
"I thought I wanted to go into college coaching but seeing the lifestyle that is required, it
just didn't really fit what I wanted to do," he says. "I always knew I wanted to live in
Nashville. I think I would like high school more, and it would give me just great feeling
staying in Nashville and being around people I know and helped me through my process."
Every coaching staff has a slightly different way of doing things, and Allsmiller credits his
experience at Georgia Southern learning from Mark Byington, now the head coach at
James Madison, and his coaching staff in helping him grow his basketball acumen. More
important though, his experience at Georgia Southern helped him become who he is
today. 
"Georgia Southern helped immensely," says Allsmiller. "It got me out of my comfort zone
and taught me so much. I was in a whole different area with different people, and it really
helped me grow as a person."
He has many basketball memories from his four years at Georgia Southern, but his most cherished one is from his Senior Day. He made eight 3-pointers and scored a
season-high 24 points in an 89-83 win over Troy that gave the Eagles sole possession of third place in the Sun Belt. 
"Any memories that come to mind are Georgia State home games, but the one I think about most was my senior night by far," says Allsmiller. "My family and friends
were there for the first time in a while, so we talk about that one a lot when I'm home."
Just like the rest of the world, Allsmiller is in hurry-up-and-wait mode regarding his immediate future. If all goes well, he will be an associate athletic director at a
high school in Nashville and patrolling the sidelines as its basketball coach this winter.
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